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Introduction} ; 

The purpose Df this faa sheet is to 

The Eti jpin site is located at the 
edge of an influstrial sccti(»i of 

vliincapolis, at 2010 East 
^vi'̂ iic. Currently the . 

:u. General Mills ,' 
lechnical center and 

-" at this site from 
' . The company . 

jxtedfocd research theire until 
', when it also began doing 
ica] rese,irch on rhe premises. . 

^H^UKT-lIf 

. atop o n e ' 
wttpm of the deepest 

<:t below ground, 
jumped into the pit and 

^ 3 into the subsoils. 
^mates that as much as 1,000 
ifcertLinl-' Tatory solvent per 

•sposedofthis 
wa>. r ..i the pit became 
heavily /'̂  i KV this practice, 
and che -i into tb."̂  

were ever affected by this / 
cMitamination: Nonetheless, under a 
consent Older negotiated with die 
MPCA, GM installed a ground-watei' 

^nitoring network on the site and 
.gan operating a ground-water 

pumpout system. The pumpout system 
extracts water ccmtaminateJ with 
volatile organic compounds (VOCs) 
froJn the surflcial aquifer (the ground 
waterneares; ie surface) and a deeper 
bedrock an' called the Carimona, 
and sends alr-stripper for \ 
^unenL -per removes pie, 
/DCs and aiMm^cii--. water»the " 

storm sewer, Other pumpout wells 
send w.at(K directly to the sewer system 
for "passive" aeration. K cept for. 
maintenance periods, the pumpout-

•svstf/n has been opwatinij continuously 

466713 

Lately, ground-water monitbring has 
indicated the pumpout system needs to 
be expanded in' order to meet the 
Consent Order requirement of-
cajjturing all groundwater contaminants 
above a concentration of 27 parts per 
billion trichJoroet̂ •>lene that may be 
coming irom the site. Ilie MPCA • 
holding a public comment period ĉ  
proposal, and will consider the 
comments rcc.eived before fmalizing 
the plan. 

Why is this ex p.; 

necessary? 

Thfitt.are .three a. 
wacer-bearing layas, under we sitt. 
The firsj two—the surficial and the 
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Carimona—arc mentioned above. The 
third, a bediock aquifer called the 
MagnoHa, 1 es below these. 
T-î hlor TCE) levels in the 
Magnolia. . -..ed greatly since 
monitoring began an this site. 
Accordir.g lo the Consent Order, GM is 

-,cje a groundwater 
.omparabie to that in 

iona if TCE levels rise above 
II parti per billion. That is now the 
cast!. The > r T A k aware that the East 
Hennepin si tf •, source of all 

nindwaL 

;iJ.H..;, v t i u l 

As 
supr... 
contamr n 
there are nt 
downgradier 
'^fground-v 

mustbeptt'tccted. 

addition, because 
vaterweUs 
i.rream" in lennS 
of die site, no . 
'suppliesis I.'. 

^ vater'is 
^jh 

• , , .' ' ' ' • • ' • ' < . • . ' . . " • 

•'= ^'."1-%/^lt" f ' l y \ ' i ^ t \ - i j y ••-•>, - '- '̂̂ ed 

.̂  Lî sis will 
intfie ' , •' 

•nd runmng puinp "'. 
— • • " • - - ! ? ; ; : - . , 

ricdon 

opurnum'. ; 
-. . . . jgnolia • 

rd after the tests. - , 

tug 

^ 1 

sit&and 
mcnitoting'Wt^i, 
locations 

Did the MPCA consider any 
other potential remedies? 

In 1989, MPCA suiff reviewed the 
possibility of using soil removal, rather 
dian an expanded pumpout s; nti, to 
address contamination at the sice. 
However, investigations and studies ^ 
date indicate there is little 
contamination in the soil above the 
water table at the site, and the soil 
removal concept was dropped in favor 
of the proposed pumpout system 
expansion. 

What's the next step? 

The MPCA is holding a 30-day 
comment period, from Aug. 1 through 
Aug. 30, before making any final 

decisions on the proposed expansion, 
Unless a need arises for sigTiificani 
modification of Uiis proposal, the 
cvaluadon of the aquifer tests should 
lake place this Summer. The new 
pumpout system could be in place by 
Uie end of the summer. A public 
meeting on this proposal is scheduled 
for August 7th; sec the front of this fact 
iheet for details, Comments are. 
wlcome either at the meeting or b' 
writing the MPCA care of the pe 
listed on the front of this fact si 
Comments must be postmarke. 
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